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Message

‘The other energy crisis' is the daily struggle that most poor people in the world face, to
find the means to cook their daily meal. Even if they can find fuel to cook with, they have
to deal with dangerous levels of indoor pollution, caused by burning biomass in
traditional stoves. This can have a serious effect on the health of the entire family.
Millions of people are thus negatively affected.

Forty years ago, this other energy crisis was first identified and improved energy saving stoves with
chimneys proposed as a possible means to address the problem. They used less fuel and removed the
smoke from the kitchen. For forty years development agencies have been promoting improved stoves all
over the world with very mixed but mainly poor results that have sometimes called onto question their

Bangladesh's Bondhu Chula Programme is a shining example of how to get a stove programme right.
About 1.5 million families now use the Bondhu Chula stove and the programme is expanding at the rate of
almost 80,000 stoves per month. This is a tremendous achievement which according to my knowledge is
unequaled anywhere else in the world. Becoming a world leader in anything positive requires huge effort
and this has clearly been the case in the Bondhu Chula Programme: its managers and staff have shown an
extremely high level of dedication and perseverance. For this, they all have our gratitude and admiration.
Thank you ‘Bondhu Chula Team’ for your efforts and congratulations on your unprecedented success.

\ Sustainable Energy for Development (SED), GIZ Bangladesh. i
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